
































____ The main idea in this one­
movement composition is, as is often the case 
with Tal, a more general question of musical 
form: the demonstration of variational 
development of musical material which the 
listener is intended to perceive as a whole. The 
concern is with the function of repetiton in 
music, which Tal referred to as "audible 
memory". in similar fashion to the core cells in 
lote Beethoven, frorn which a macrocosmos of 
shapes emerge, in Tal's work, a nine-tone 
constellation opens the piece and delivers a 



reservair far meladic and chardal develapments 
af a sheerly inexhaustible wealth. That the cella 
accupies a daminating role in the piece has ta 
da with the circumstances af the work' s 
creatian. The wark is dedicated ta the memary 
af the cellist Pepa Weissgerber, with wham Tal 
had enjayed tirelessly discussing oll questians af 
musical compasitian. Thus the whale is, in Tal's 
awn wards, "waven araund the sadness aver the 
lass af a departed friend". 
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